84                    THE  WORLD
Ships were built which would sail faster, The vessels of ihS older sailors were short and " tubby," and the wind could not push them quickly through the water. Now a special kind of long narrow vessel called a clipper was built to go to India quickly to bring home tea. The clippers made the journey once a year and sailed with considerable speed* They set off, as
A TEA  CLIPPER.
Oolumbus did, with the north-east trades and crossed the Atlantic? towards South America, There they picked up the south-east winds and, with these " on their beam/' they sailed almost along the east coast of South America till they reached the southerly belt of westerly winds. These carried them, as they had carried Diaz, beyond Africa. Then the clippers caught the south-west monsoon as did Vasco da Gama, and